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St.  LUKE  xvi.  27,  28. 

'Then  he  faid \  I  pray  thee  therefore , 
father ,  that  thou  wouldft  fend  him 
to  my  father's  houfe  : 

For  I  have  five  brethren ;  that  Joe  may 
teftify  unto  them ,  left  they  alfo  come 
into  this  place  of  torment. 

AN  attentive  reader  of  fcripture  may,  per¬ 
haps,  difcover  fomething  more  in  this 
Parable  of  our  bleffed  Lord,  than  is  ge¬ 
nerally  obferved.  For  the  whole  of  it  feems, 
like  moft  of  the  other  Parables,  to  be  clearly  ap¬ 
plicable  to  God’s  future  oeconomy,  or  intended 
manner  of  dealing  with  the  Chriftian  church  to 
all  ages.  It  is  prophetically  defcriptive  of  the 
Jew — rich  in  divine  revelation,  and  for  fo  many 
ages  plenteoufly  fed  with  the  heavenly  manna  of 
God’s  word  ;  —  whilft  the  poor  untaught  Hea¬ 
then — labouring  under  a  long  famine  or  fcarcity 
of  religious  inftrudtion,  was  glad  to  pick  up 
thofe  few  crumbs  of  knowledge  that  fell  from  this 
rich  mans  table  ;  crumbs — of  fcripture  know¬ 
ledge  and  tradition,  which  we  find  Icattered 
through  all  parts  of  the  Heathen  writings ;  and 
which  plainly  enough  denote  the  table  from 
whence  they  fell.  Moreover ,  the  dogs  alfo  came 
and  licked  his  fores  :  that  is,  their  philofophers 
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did  all  that  was  in  the  power  of  unaflifted  hu¬ 
man  reafon,  to  cleanfe  the  fores  and  putrefac¬ 
tions  of  our  fallen  and  corrupted  nature.  And 
it  is  very  remarkable,  that  one  of  their  eminent 
feels,  derived  their  name  from  the  very  animal 
that  is  introduced  into  this  facred  apologue.  At 
length  however,  an  end  is  put  both  to  Judaifin 
and  Heathenifm ;  and  the  partition  veil  between 
them  is  removed.  The  Jewifh  ceconomy  is  dif- 
folved  ;  fo,  the  rich  man  dies :  and  the  poor 
Heathen  is  called  into  the  pale  of  the  church — 
ingrafted  into  the  olive  tree  of  Chrifiianity,  and 
—  made  happy  in  Abraham  s  bofom.  The  eyes 
of  the  unbelieving  Jew,  who  is  now  removed 
into  the  future  date,  fee  clearly  at  length,  both 
into  the  truth  and  beauty  of  this  difpenfation  ; 
and  he  begs  that  Lazarus  may  be  fent  from  the 
dead,  to  inform  and  convert  his  furviving  bre¬ 
thren  in  unbelief.  But  Abraham  tells  him,  that 
if  an  honed  and  impartial  ufe  of  the  feriptures 
will  not  work  their  reformation,  neither  will  it 
be  effected,  though  even  one  were  fent  unto 
them  from  the  dead.  And  fuch  we  find  to 
have  been  the  event,  in  fad:.  For  we  read  that 
another  Lazarus  —  even  one  of  the  fame  name 
with  him  in  the  parable,  was  adually  raifed  from 
the  dead  for  their  convidion.  But  all  to  no 
purpofe  ;  for  they  plotted  to  put  even  this  La¬ 
zarus  to  death,  only  becaufe  he  gave  them  too 
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ftrong  a  convidfion  ;  and  that,  becaufe  of  him , 
many  began  to  believe  in  the  divine  authority  of 
our  Lord.  And  to  this  day  do  they  verify  the 
words  o i  Abraham,  by  ftill  remaining  hardned 
and  unconvinced. 

But  though  all  this  be  true  ;  though  this  does 
at  lead;  bid  fair  to  be  the  genuine  fcope  and  fenfe 
of  the  parable  ;  yet  —  for  the  more  practical 
handling  of  the  words,  and  the  eafier  applica¬ 
tion  of  them  to  our  prefent  purpofe,  l  fhall 
chufe  rather  to  take  it  in  that  more  popular 
fenfe,  in  which  it  is  generally  interpreted  ;  and 
apply  it  to  the  cafe  of  poverty,  ficknefs  and 
diflrefs,  lying  expofed  at  the  door  of  magnifi¬ 
cence,  wealth  and  plenty. 

Firft  therefore,  I  fhall  confider  the  parable  in 
the  fenfe  in  which  it  is  ufually  underflood. 

Secondly,  I  fhall  make  fuch  Observations  as 
may  naturally  arife  from  the  words  of  the  text. 
And, 

LafUy,  fince  fo  fudden  and  unforefeen  an  ac¬ 
cident  has  befallen  the  eminent  f  prelate,  who 
had  engaged  to  appear  before  you  on  this  occa- 
fion ;  and  fince  our  charity  is  fo  unexpectedly,  as 
well  as  fo  unhappily  bereft  of  the  advantage  of 
fo  great  and  powerful  an  advocate  :  I  fhall  there¬ 
fore,  though  fenfible  of  my  own  infufficiency, 
and  almoft  wholly  unprepared  for  the  talk,  fo 

far 

f  The  Lord-bifhop  of  Norwich,  who  was  prevented  from  preaching 
by  illnefs. 


L  s  3 

far  rely  upon  your  long-experienced  humanity, 
goodnefs  and  candour,  as  to  conclude  with  a 
word  or  two  by  way  of  application  to  this  mod 
ufeful  charity  ;  —  a  charity  which  you  have  fo 
nobly  and  fo  generoully  cherilhed,  patronized 
and  improved. 

But  firlt,  I  fhall  confider  the  parable  in  the 
fenfe  in  which  it  is  ufually  underftood. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  our  Lord 
had  been  inftru&ing  his  difciples  in  the  true  ufe 
of  worldly  riches,  and  the  prudence  which  be¬ 
came  Chriftians  in  the  difpofal  of  them  to  the 
bell;  and  noble  ft  purpofes — the  doing  good  with 
them  here,  in  relieving  the  neceflitous  and  di- 
ftrelled,  and — in  promoting  in  all  other  ways  the 
caufe  of  true  religion  and  virtue,  and  the  ob¬ 
taining  to  themfelves  hereafter  a  far  better  and 
more  enduring  fubflance  in  heaven.  For  if  they 
did  not  approve  themfelves  good  ftewards  in 
fmall  matters — in  the  unrighteous  mammon —  in 
that  which  is  another  man  s,  who  would  commit 
to  their  truft  the  greater — the  true  riches ,  and — 
that  which  was  their  own  P  Wherefore  our  Lord 
tells  them,  they  mull;  wean  themfelves  from, 
and  get  the  maftery  over  all  covetous  and  world¬ 
ly  delir  es. 

This  difcourfe,  which  tended  to  withdraw 
mens  aftedtions  from  the  love  of  this  world,  and 
to  excite  their  endeavours  to  promote  the  glory 
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of  God  and  the  good  of  their  brethren,  did  no 
ways  pleafe  the  Pharifees  ;  who,  under  the  veil 
of  religion,  and  plaufible  pretences  to  greater 
fancfity  than  other  men,  were  ftrongly  addicted 
to  worldly  honour  and  profit.  And  the  Phari¬ 
fees  alfo ,  who  were  covetous ,  heard  all  thefe  things j 
and  they  derided  him. 

Our  Lord  therefore  having:,  in  the  following; 

O5  fc> 

Verfes,  reproved  their  covetoufnefs  and  hypo- 
crily,  and  pronounced  thofe  whom  they  defpifed 
as  finners,  to  be  in  a  fairer  way  to  obtain  the  di¬ 
vine  favour  than  themfelves;  begins,  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  verfe,  to  tell  them  of  the  rich  man  and 
Lazarus.  A  rich  man,  who  had  enjoyed  to  the 
lull,  every  thing  in  this  world,  which  a  large 
fortune  and  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  profpe- 
rity  could  afford  him,  is  defcribed  immediately 
upon  his  deceafe,  in  torment  — -  in  the  place  of 
the  damned.  7 'he  rich  matt  died  atid  was  buried , 
and  in  hell  he  lift  up  his  eyes.  But  a  poor  de- 
Ipifed  beggar,  who  had  once  wanted  the  com¬ 
mon  neceffaries,  and  undergone  fome  of  the 
heaviefl:  afflictions  of  life,  is  conveyed  by  an¬ 
gels  into  Abraham  s  bofom.  The  rich  man,  fee¬ 
ing  Abraham  at  a  diftance,  and  Lazarus  in  his 
bofom,  applies  to  the  patriarch  lor  relief  and 
aififtance  ;  and  prays  that  he  would  fend  Laza¬ 
rus  to  give  him  fome ,  however  fmall ,  relief  in 
his  prefent  infupportable  pain  and  anguifh.  But 
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the  patriarch  tells  him  that  it  was  unreafonable  to 
delire  that  Lazarus  fhould  leave  heaven  and 
happinefs,  and  vi£it  thofe  doleful  regions,  to 
ferve  him,  who  in  his  profperity  had  cruelly  re- 
fufed  to  give  him  that  affiftance  which  his  wants 
and  neceilities  required ;  nay,  not  fo  much  as 
the  fuperfluous  crumbs  which  fell  from  his  table. 
And  he  lets  him  know  belides,  that  it  was  im- 
Doffible  now  that  Lazarus ,  or  any  other — even 
.limfelf,  fhould  do  any  thing  for  him  :  Son,  re¬ 
member  that  thou  in  thy  life- time  received  ft  thy 
good  things ,  and  likewife  Lazarus  evil  things  ; 
but  now  he  is  comforted ,  and  thou  art  tormented . 
And  beftdes  all  this ,  between  us  and  you  there  is 
a  great  gulf  fixed,  fo  that  they  who  would  pafs 
from  hence  to  you  cannot,  neither  can  they  pafs 
Jo  us  that  would  come  frotn  thence. 

Finding  then  his  hopes  defeated,  and  that 
there  was  no  help  to  be  looked  for  that  way, 
he  tries  another  expedient  in  the  text,  and  puts 
on  either  a  real  or  pretended  concern  for  fome 
of  his  relations  who  were  yet  living  in  the  lame 
affluence  of  fortune — in  the  fame  inattention  to 
the  wants  of  their  poor  brethren,  and  very  pro¬ 
bably  —  in  the  fame  inconlideration  of  futurity 
as  himfelf  had  done  ;  and  prays  Abraham  that 
Lazarus  might  be  fent  to  warn  them  of  the 
danger  they  run,  in  fuch  a  courfe  of  life.  Then 
he  faid ,  I  pray  thee  therefore,  father,  that  thou 
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wouldft  fend  him  to  7ny  father  s  houfe :  for  I  have 
five  brethren  ;  that  he  may  tefiify  unto  them ,  left 
they  alfo  come  into  this  place  of  torment.  But  this 
likewife  the  patriarch  denies  to  be  needful,  or 
any  way  reafonable  to  be  complied  with  ;  be- 
caufe  they  had  a  (landing  warning  in  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets.  And  upon  the 
rich  man’s  urging,  that  if  one  went  unto  them 
from  the  dead ,  they  would  repent ,  he  replies  again, 
that  if  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets , 
neither  would  they  be  perfuaded  though  one  roft 
from  the  dead. 

The  dodtrine  ufually  deduced  from  the  con- 
clufton  of  the  parable,  is,  that  the  fcripture  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  punifh- 
ments  is  moft  amply  fufficient  to  convince  the 
judgment,  and  influence  the  practice  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  which  —  tho’  a  point  undoubtedly  true, 
I  fhall  yet,  for  many  obvious  reafons,  wave  the 
conflderation  of  at  prefent,  and  proceed  diredtly, 
in  the 

Second  place,  to  fuch  obfervations  as  more 
immediately  refult  from  the  two  verfes  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  text. 

Firft  then,  it  is  very  remarkable  how  the  rich 
man’s  thoughts  are  reprefented  to  run  only  upon 
Lazarus.  He  faw  Lazarus  in  Abraham  s  bo- 
fom ,  and  Angled  him  out  from  the  reft  of  that 
blefled  company :  He  begs  that  Lazarus  may 
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go  to  warn  his  brethren :  Lazarus  mu  ft  be  fent 
to  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  water,  and  cool  his 
tongue. 

Wicked  and  uncharitable  men,  when  they 
are  brought  to  a  thorough  fenfe  of  their  guilt, 
are  continually  calling  to  mind  thofe  whom  they 
have  injured,  thofe  whom  they  have  treated 
infolently,  or  even  flighted  and  neglected — con¬ 
trary  to  natural  equity — the  common  fentiments 
of  humanity — -the  declared  will  and  commands 
of  God.  And  the  lefs  they  have  heretofore  con- 
iidered  the  wants  and  reafonable  claim  ol  others, 
fo  much  the  more  they  refledt  upon  them,  when 
they  have  omitted  the  time  and  opportunities' 
of  complying  with  them. 

This  thews  that  juftice  and  mercy,  benevo¬ 
lence  and  compaftion  are  innate  principles,  wo¬ 
ven  into  our  nature  :  and  cannot  be  rooted 
thence  ;  but  will  either  influence  our  behaviour, 
or  —  if  through  pride  and  haughtinefs  they  be 
fmothered  for  a  time,  they  will  be  lure  in  the 
end  to  chaftife  us  feverely  for  our  negledf.  Self- 
ifhnefs  and  an  inordinate  purfuit  of  what  we 
like,  may  divert  our  minds  from  what  we  know ; 
but  we  fhall  not  be  always  thus  employed.  If 
our  inclinations  could  always  ft  and  equally  bent 
the  fame  way,  yet,  things  themfelves  will  alter, 
and  we  fhall  want  the  power  or  the  opportunity 
of  being  engaged  in  the  fame  diver  lions.  And 
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when  the  hurry  is  once  over,  nature  and  con¬ 
fidence  will  return,  and  inform  us  what  we 
fhould  have  done,  what  we  have  neglected  to 
do,  and  what  we  have  done  amifs,  and  fill  us 
with  fhame  and  confufion  of  face.  Elpeciaily 
when  we  are  awakened  to  a  ferious  turn  of 
mind  by  any  misfortune,  which  we  may  reafon- 
ably  think  is  fent  to  remind  us  of  our  faults,  then 
the  names  of  thofe  we  have  ufed  hardly  or  with 
injuftice,  are  always  in  our  mouths,  or  at  lead 
uppermoft  in  our  thoughts.  I f  Lazarus  would 
but  forgive  us ;  if  he  would  fhevv  himfelf  re¬ 
conciled  to  us,  it  would  be  a  refrefhment  and 
comfort  inexpreiiible — like  dipping  his  finger  in 
water  and  cooling  our  tongue— wY&vl  parched  with 
extremity  of  heat.  And  if  we  could  but  get 
rid  of  the  uneafinefs  of  having  negleded  or  of¬ 
fended  him,  we  could  bear  the  reft  with  pa¬ 
tience. 

The  fame  reftlefs,  though  fruitlefs  defire  of 
being  forgiven  by  Lazarus ,  feems  to  be  the  rea- 
fon  why  the  rich  man  —  when  he  made  his  re- 
queft  that  one  from  the  dead  might  be  fent  to 
his  brethren,  is  reprefented  as  fixing  upon  him 
for  the  perfon,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  iuggefts 
that  bu*t  half  his  defign  would  be  anfwered  by 
the  fending  any  other.  For  though  there  were 
doubtlefs  many  as  properly  qualified  to  bring 
about  the  reformation  of  the  five  brethren,  yet 
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this  would  not  {hew  that  Lazarus  was  recon¬ 
ciled  to  him.  It  was  therefore  a  very  fubtile 
contrivance  that  fince  Lazarus  —  he  found, 
could  not  directly  give  him  any  proof  of  his 
having  forgiven  him,  he  might  at  leaft  know  it 
indirect ly ,  by  his  condefcending  at  his  requeft  to 
come  again  into  this  world.  And  if  he  could 

O 

by  any  means  know  he  was  forgiven,  it  would — 
he  thought,  be  no  fmall  eafe  and  alleviation  of 
his  torments. 

As  to  his  feeming  concern  for  his  brethrens 
reformation,  it  feems  reafonable  to  think  it 
was  likewife  real  and  fincere.  He  had  not  in- 
deed,  we  may  fuppofe,  given  himfelf  much  trou¬ 
ble  about  it  while  he  was  alive  :  for  his  thoughts 
feem  to  have  been  wholly  taken  up  upon  him¬ 
felf  and  this  world  :  and  one  who  took  no  care 
of  his  own  true  happinefs,  was  {fill  lefs  likely 
to  be  felicitous  about  that  of  others.  But  now 
the  cafe  was  greatly  altered :  the  purfuit  of 
worldly  enjoyments,  as  well  as  the  enjoyments 
themfelves,  ceafed  ;  and  he  was  really  convinced, 
by  fatal  experience,  of  the  evil  of  his  former 
courfes.  Natural  affection,  and  the  tender  fenfe 
and  feeling  of  the  dangers  which  others  run, 
might  revive  in  him  and  create  no  fmall  urn- 
eahnels. 

But  farther,  this  rich  man,  who  is  reprefented 
very  quick  in  difeerning  what  might  increafe  or 
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lighten  his  mifery,  could  not  but  be  aware  of  one 
confequence  of  his  former  way  of  life,  and  how 
it  might  affedt  himfelf,  if  his  brethren  —  upon 
the  encouragement  of  his  former  example, 
fhould  perfift  to  lead  fuch  lives  as  he  did,  and 
come  into  the  fame  place  of  torment .  He  could 
not  be  infenfible  how  this  would  aggravate  his 
guilt  and  heighten  his  punifhment,  which  there¬ 
fore  he  might  be  heartily  concerned  to  prevent. 

Wicked  men  here,  indeed,  are  fond  of  com¬ 
pany  in  their  vices ;  becaufe  numbers  of  men 
equally  guilty  feem  to  excufe  the  failings  of  in¬ 
dividuals.  But  in  the  other  world,  where  the 
vanity  of  fuch  pretences — as  now  look  plaufible, 
is  clearly  feen  through  ;  and  men  cannot  with 
all  their  art  believe  their  guilt  to  be  lefs  heinous 
than  it  is,  there  it  muft  be  the  moft  terrible  and 
aftonifhing  thing  to  meet  with  the  partners  of 
their  fin — either  thofe  that  fhewed  them  the  way* 
or — thofe  themf elves  have  feduced  into  it. 

There  are  frequent  warnings  given  us  not  to 
follow  bad  examples :  becaufe  example  is  the 
moft  infinuating,  and  doubtlefs  the  moft  prevail¬ 
ing  leffon  which  a  practitioner  in  fin  can  read  to 
young  beginners.  And  for  that  reafon  —  as  it 
fhould  feem,  the  ievereft  things  are  faid  againft 
them  who  that  way  withdraw  others  from  their 
innocence. 
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The  rich  man,  we  fee,  is  not  charged  with 
any  notorious  and  fcandalous  vice — -not  fo  much 
as  gluttony  or  intemperance,  to  which  his  way 
of  life  more  efpecially  expofed  him.  But  it  is 
only  exprefled  that  Lazarus  lay  at  his  door 
without  relief.  And  this  proceeded  perhaps — 
not  from  any  cruelty  of  difpoiition,  but — from 
that  carelelfnefs  and  unmindfulnefs  of  fmall 
matters,  as  they  are  falfely  called,  which  is  too 
olten  feen  to  accompany  great  fortunes.  So  that 
upon  the  whole,  he  fee  ms  to  have  palled  thro5 
lile  as  many  others  do,  who  think  well  enough 
of  themfelves,  and  are  tolerably  thought  of  by 
others — in  a  fupine  negligence  of  another  world, 
occalioned  by  his  enjoying  fo  much  of  this. 
And  his  fault  was,  that  he  did  not  ufe  the  ta¬ 
lents  entrufted  with  him — -for  the  good  ol  others^ 
or  his  own  eternal  welfare.  ; 

Had  he  attended  to  the  law  of  nature,  that 
would  have  directed  him  to  works  oi  mercy  and 
compaffion,  and  raifed  in  him  a  delire  of  doing 
good  to  others.  For  when  an  healthy  rich  man 
beholdeth  a  fellow-creature  —  one  made  of  the 
fame  materials  with  himfelf,  drooping  and  link¬ 
ing  under  ficknefs,  poverty  and  diftrefs  ;  naked 
and  hungry,  cold  and  in  want,  he  does  but  be¬ 
hold  himfelf,  as  it  were  in  a  glafs — in  the  weak- 
nels,  mutability  and  mortality  of  his  own  con¬ 
dition.  And  the  prefent  neceffities  of  the  af- 
•  1  fiicted 
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Aided  are  a  leffon  which  demonftrates  to  his 
very  eye  what  himfelf  or  any  other  man  may  be; 
— a  filent,  but  withal,  a  powerful  appeal  to  his 
mercy — a  fecret  befeeching  him,  I  might  fay,  a 
legal  requiring  him  to  do  as  he  would  wifh  to 
be  done  unto  in  the  like  cafe  ;  to  be  of  the 
fame  mind  he  certainly  would  be  in,  if  he,  with 
this  Lazarus ,  was  laid  at  the  gates  of  another, 
without  any  pity  Aiewn  to  him,  or  notice  taken 
of  him,  except  by  the  dogs  —  which  came  and 
licked  his  fores. 

But  if  this  law  of  nature  be  not  bright  enough, 
yet  by  the  light  of  fcripture  we  may  eafily  dii- 
cern  the  neceffity  of  fhewing  mercy.  There 
we  may  be  fully  fatisfied  that  the  fervant  of  God 
is  not  born  for  himfelf  alone,  but  for  all  thole 
who  are  parts  of  the  fame  building  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fame  body  :  And  if  one  member  fuf- 
fers ,  all  the  members  fujfer  with  it.  We  are 
there  taught  to  weep  with  them  that  weep ,  and  to 
mourn  with  them  that  mourn ,  —  to  do  good  and 
lend ,  hoping  for  nothing  again  ;  —  to  be  merciful 
as  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  merciful ;  and 
that  too,  after  the  fame  pattern — even  to  the  un¬ 
thankful  and  to  the  evil. 

The  good  things  of  this  world  are  as  pledges 
depoAted  in  the  hands  of  the  rich  ;  given  them 
not  only  to  feed  and  cloath  themfelves,  but?,  to 
fupply  the  necefilties  of  the  naked  and  miler- 
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able  :  And  God  who  gave  them  will  call  thole 

to  a  ftridt  account  who  life  them  wholly  and 
folely  as  their  own,  and  fpend  that  in  wanton- 
neis  which  fhould  jlrength&n  the  feeble  knees  and 
the  hands  that  hang  down.  The  covetous  man, 
and  the  fenfualift,  may  plead  in  this  life  that  he 
wrongeth  no  man,  by  keeping  to  himfelf  his 
own  ;  and  that  fhewing  mercy  to  others,  is  a 
cruelty  to  himfelf.  But  the  time  cometh,  when 
he  will  be  made  fenfible  that  he  hath  wronged 
the  king  of  kings,  by  fuffering  his  fubjeffs  to 
peri  111  for  want  of  that  relief  which  was  in  his 
power  to  have  given  them.  Be  merciful  there¬ 
fore  after  thy  power  ,  if  thou  haft  much ,  give 
plenteoufty ;  if  thou  haft  little ,  do  thy  diligence 
gladly  to  give  of  that  little  ;  for  fo  gather  eft  thou 
tbyfelf  a  good  reward,  again]}  the  day  of  thine 
own  necejftty . 

To  fry,  I  wrong  no  man ,  is  but  a  poor  apo¬ 
logy  for  jhutting  tip  the  bowels  of  companion.  For 
however  flefh  and  blood  may  perfuade  us  that 
we  may  do  what  we  will  with  our  own,  yet  if 
we  look  into  the  perfeS  law  of  liberty ,  and  con- 
fult  the  oracles  of  God,  we  {hall  find  that  the 
reciprocal  offices  of  mercy  are  a  debt ; — a  debt 
indeed  not  to  be  recovered  by  any  addon  at  law,, 
or  at  the  bar  of  human  judicatories  ;  for  no 
hand  but  that  of  violence  can  deprive  us  of  our 
juft  poffeffions.  But  in  the  law  of  God  we  are 

con- 


conhdered  not  only  as  proprietaries,  but  as 
fte wards ;  and  in  the  gofpel  of  ChnTt,  wlrich  is 
the  law  of  grace,  an  account  will  be  opened, 
and  at  the  laft  great  day  will  be  fettled  with 
thole  who  eitlier  have,  or  have  neglected  to 
have,  clothed  the  naked,  ted  the  hungry  or  vi- 
fited  the  tick.  And  the  judge  of  the  world  hath 
potitively  declared  that  he,  who  hath'  given  us 
all  things  richly  to  enjoy ,  will  leek  upon  the 
practice  or  omiffion  of  there  duties,  as  a  fervice 
to,  or  neglect  of  himfelf ;  and  will  either  fen- 
tence  us  accordingly  to  eternal  punifhment,  or 
reward  us  with  everlafting  happinefs.  The  great 
bleiiing  here  promifed  will,  I  hope,  be  the  happy 
lot  of  ail  the  worthy  and  generous  patrons  of  our 
prelent  charity,  to  which  I  come  now  in  the 
Third  and  laft  place  to  fpeak.  —  A  charity 
calculated  tor  all  fck  and  dijeafed  perfons ,  efpe- 
cially  manufacturers,  feamen  in  the  merchants 
fervice ,  their  wives  and  children.  And  fo  long 
as  the  numbers  of  an  induftrious  and  ufeful  pco- 
ple  are  looked  upon  as  the  riches  and  ftrength 
of  a  nation,  fo  long  will  this  hofpital  have  a 
claim  to  the  charitable  regard  of  the  puhlick. — 
A  charity  which  from  the  fmallePc  beginnings 
—  only  the  relieving  a  few  out-patients  with 
medicine  and  advice — has  arrived  at  the  ma¬ 
turity  in  which  you  now  behold  it :  being  fuffi- 
cient  to  receive  this  laft  year,  within  its  hofpi- 
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table  walls,  above  twelve  hundred  diftreffed  and 
miferable  objedts  ;  befides  near  nine  thoufand 
taken  under  its  care  as  out-patients .  And  in¬ 
debted  no  doubt  it  is,  in  a  very  great  degree, 
to  the  feveral  excellent  fermons  delivered  by  the 
greateft  preachers,  and  firft  in  rank  and  dignity 
of  this  church  and  kingdom,  printed  and  dif- 
perfed ;  influencing  the  hearts  of  the  rich,  great 
and  good,  to  contribute  bountifully  to  its  fup- 
port  and  maintenance.  Every  argument  and 
motive  that  is  poffible  to  be  thought  of,  has  by 
thofe  eminent  Perfonages  been  made  ufe  of,  and 
fo  ftrongly  enforced  to  fhew  the  utility  of  ho- 
fpitals  and  infirmaries  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
that  it  is  in  vain  for  me  to  attempt  any  thing 
new  upon  the  fubjedt.  The  conftant  and  re¬ 
gular  attendance  of  many-  of  the  Governors,  in 
infpedting  into  the  management  and  conduit  of 
thofe  employed  in  their  fervice,  hath  likewife 
been  highly  inftrumental  in  the  furtherance  and 
increafe  of  this  charity.  Phyfical  and  chirurgi- 
cal  affiftance  hath  from  its  firft  inftitution  been 
given  by  gentlemen  of  knowledge  and  credit  in 
their  profefiions.  Nor  was  the  fpiritual  welfare 
of  the  poor  ever  wholly  unattended  to :  And 
care  is  now  taken,  and  an  handfome  provifion 
made,  that  divine  fervice  be  daily  performed  ; 
on  the  Lord’s  day  efpecially,  the  facrament  ad- 
ininiftred,  and.  that  the  patients  be  vifited  in 
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their  wards — to  the  comfort  of  the  weak  and 
broken-hearted  ;  and  that  they  whole  affii&ions 
were  owing  to  their  vices,  may  be  induced  to 
fin  no  more ,  left  a  worfe  thing  come  unto  them. 
And  may  God’s  bleffing  co-operate  with  the 
hearty  and  fincere  endeavours  of  him  whom  you 
have  favoured  and  honoured  with  that  facred 
truft.  For  fure  I  am,  that  nothing  can  delight 
me  more  than  to  fecond,  in  the  way  of  my  own 
profellion,  your  great  generality  and  humanity 
towards  the  diftreffed  objects  of  your  care. 

Here  then  is  all  pollible  relief  given  to  the 
poor,  which  their  pitiable  cafes  can  require  ; 
the  fick  are  healed,  the  lame  are  made  to  walk, 
and  the  poor  have  the  gofpel  preached  to  them  ; — 
all  the  relief  in  your  power  being  given  to  as 
many  as  can  be  received  and  provided  for.  For 
there  are  flill  many,  a  great  many,  under  the 
moft  calamitous  circumftances — in  licknefs  al- 
moft  unto  death,  who  apply  for  admittance,  and 
are  under  a  neceffity  of  being  refufed  for  want 
of  room.  The  Governors  who  attend  at  the 
weekly  board  feel  this  very  fenlibly  —  to  their 
very  heart,  as  what  man  of  common  tendernefs 
can  fee  a  fellow-creature  in  fuch  diftrefs  — 
brought  by  his  triends  within  the  doors  of  a 
charity  deligned  for  his  relief;  and  yet  obliged  to 
be  fent  back  again,  becaufe  they  have  no  bed  to 
put  him  in — no  where  to  lay  his  head,  to  try  the 
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means  [or  his  recovery,  or  to  give  him  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  breathing  out  his  foul  in  peace, 
"t  his  melancholy  circumftance  will,  it  is  hoped, 
icon  be  altered  by  removing  into  the  new  ho- 
fpital,  ready  for  the  reception  or  patients  as  foon 
as  the  feafon  of  the  year  will  render  it  prudent 
to  admit  them  ;  — ■  a  building  handfome  and 
commodious,  finifhed  without  ornament  or  un- 
neceflary  expence ;  plain,  neat  and  ftrong  ;  not 
a  palace  as  for  princes,  but  an  houie  proper  for 
what  it  is  defigned — an  habitation  for  the  poor 
and  needy.  Its  fituation  open  and  unconfined ; 
not  furrounded,  and  —  by  your  having  pur- 
chafed  the  moiety  of  an  eftate  behind  it,  not 
liable  to  be  furrounded  by  other  buildings,  which 
might  prevent  the  free  circulation  of  that  ele¬ 
ment  which  is  as  neceflary  as  food  or  phyfic  for 
the  reftoring  or  preferving  health  ; — with  proper 
machines  in  each  ward,  to  draw  off  the  noxious 
and  corrupted  fleams,  unavoidably  arifing  from 
many  diftempered  bodies  confined  in  the  fame 
room  ;  and  fending  in  pure  and  wholefome  air 
in  its  ftead  to  refrefh  the  fainting  fpirits ;  —  a 
building  capable  of  holding  at  leaft  feventy  beds 
more  than  the  houfes  at  prefent  made  ufe  of ; 
enough  for  the  yearly  reception  of  five  hundred 
in-patients  beyond  the  number  which  can  now 
be  admitted. 
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rity  rrruft  without  doubt  be  very  great ;  and 
its  certain  annual  income  bears  no  proportion 
to  the  neceflary  annual  expenccs.  A  confidera- 
tion  at  all  times  to  be  highly  lamented  ;  but 
more  efpecially  fo,  at  this  critical  feafon,  when 
our  country  calls  unon  all  her  fons  for  her  ne- 
cefiary  fupport  and  defence,  againft  the  unjuft 
attacks  of  her  antient  perfidious  enemies.  But 
if  mo  Pc  chriftian  duties  are  obferved  to  fall  in, 
even  with  our  temporal  interefts,  when  rightly 
underilood,  it  is  more  remarkably  fo  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe  :  For  that  which  God  has  made  our 
duty,  —  by  exprefs  command,  is  now,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  providence,  become  our  plain  and 
palpable  intereft  —  even  in  point  of  human  po¬ 
licy.  And  tho’  the  expences  of  this  juft  and 
neceflary  war  muff  certainly  fall  hard  upon  in¬ 
dividuals  as  well  as  upon  the  publick  ;  frill  the 
fhorteft  and  moft  fpeedy  way  to  remove  that 
burden  muff  be —  to  heal  the  fcknejs  and  bind 
up  the  wounds  of  thofe  who  are  to  fight  our 
battles.  And  we  truft  that  the  fame  good  pro¬ 
vidence  which  hath  hitherto  blefied  this  charity 
with  fuch  remarkable  fuccefs,  will  incline  the 
hearts  of  the  benevolent  and  generous  to  abound 
fill  more  and  more ,  being  ready  to  diflribute ,  will¬ 
ing  to  communicate ,  laying  up  in  jlore  for  them- 
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(elves  a  good  foundation  againjl  the  time  to 


come. 


It  has  hitherto  had  the  patronage,  protection 
and  encouragement  of  thenoblefl  and  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  Perfonages  in  the  kingdom  :  And  it  has 
taken  root  ‘near  a  city,  whofe  merchants ,  like 
thofe  of  -antient  Tyre,  are  princes,  and  whofe 
traffickers  are  the  honourable  of  the  earth  ;  and 
who  wTere  never  yet  known  to  have  fuffered  an 
ufeful  and  well-regulated  inftitution  to  fail.  Let 
the  prefent  generous  contributors  plead  with 
thofe  who  are  yet  behind  in  this  work  and  labour 
of  love ,  to  follow  their  examples,  and  to  fulfil 
their  joy  in  being  like-minded.  Lay  before  others 
the  numbers  that  have  been  relieved,  and  at  how 
fmall  an  expence.  Thoufands  are  ready  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  bleffings  derived  to  them  through  the 
means  of  this  charity  ;  and  let  thefe  teftify  unto 
them ,  and  perfuade  them  to  a  duty  they  would 
one  day  perhaps  give  all  the  world  to  have  per¬ 
formed.'  Let  the  rich  in  this  world ,  be  rich  alfo 
in  good  works-,  living  job erly,  right eoufiy  and 
godly  in  this  prefent  world-,  looking  for  the  glorious 
appearance  of  the  Great  Gcd  and  our  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrijl.  Amen. 


FINIS. 


**«■ 


i 


